
Castles and Knights 

Monday 

Learning Objective: To recognise the key features of a castle. 





Watch the short 
video: A Mini Guide 
to Medieval Castles  
Animated History 
https://www.st-
eanswythes.kent.sch.
uk/parents/home-
learning/year-2 
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These were the first Castles 

Watch the video. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z74jpv4/artic

les/z6bvmfr 
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A Motte and Bailey Castle 









These castles were designed to look spooky 

with arched buildings and sweeping windows. 

Gothic castles 



Stone Keep Castles 

Do you recognise 

this stone keep 

castle? 





This is Hampton Court 

Palace in London. 



What a lot of different 
Castles! 

Do you remember the first one from 
the video?  

What was it called?  

? 



Motte and Bailey 

Label the picture, see how much you can remember before going 
back and having a second look. 
Printable worksheet: https://www.st-eanswythes.kent.sch.uk/parents/home-

learning/year-2 
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Thursday 

Printable Worksheet:  
https://www.st-eanswythes.kent.sch.uk/parents/home-learning/year-2  
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Make notes on how you think the castles have changed over 

time. Think about what they were made from and what they 

are built from now. What about the shape of them or their 

defences. 

How have castles changed over time? 



Features of a Castle. 

What have we learnt so far? 



Let’s compare these castles. Look at the 

changes that have been made. 







The castle’s keep is easy to find.  

It is normally the largest building in the middle of 

the castle.  

It was built on the highest ground – why do you 

think this was? 



Towers 





Castles had thick, stone walls. Why do you think this was? 



A rampart is a walkway. 



Built around the top of a castle.   

The gaps between them were used for firing arrows 

through. 



Most castles had murder holes above the main 

entrance gate. Soldiers inside the castle could throw 

different things down the holes to keep attackers away! 

What do you think they threw down the holes? 





The moat of a castle is a 

large ditch, filled with water 

to keep the enemy at a 

distance. Not all castles 

have a moat. 





The drawbridge was often made of wood and would 

swing up and down like a see-saw to let people in or 

out of the castle entrance. 



The ‘portcullis’ was a grid of 

heavy iron that was lifted up 

and down to let people in and 

out of the castle. It helped to 

stop people getting into the 

castle if they were trying to 

attack it! 



Wow! So much to find out about a castle. 

Now it is your turn to try and remember what all those things are 

used for. Print out the Match-Up sheet and have a go. https://www.st-

eanswythes.kent.sch.uk/parents/home-learning/year-2 

If you are not sure then flick back through the images. See how many 

you can remember on your own first though. 

You can also do some 

research of your own by 

visiting: 

https://www.theschoolrun.co

m/homework-help/castles 
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