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English Subject Policy 

At St Eanswythe’s Primary School, the teaching of English is designed to create endless opportunities to provide a positive reading and writing culture, 

where both are promoted, enjoyed and considered ‘a pleasure’ for all children. Our school vision ‘Learning holistically through God’s unconditional 

love’ guides and influences learning by ensuring that all of our children are given learning opportunities to achieve their full potential in all areas of 

English. By giving children the key skills and knowledge in English, they will be enabled to access material in all curriculum areas, and provide a 

foundation for their learning throughout their school career. We want to inspire children to be confident in the art of speaking and listening that will last 

them a lifetime. We want children, who can use discussion, to communicate and further their learning. We are very aware of our children with English as 

an additional language and that some of our children’s early language acquisition is limited, and this is why we believe that providing a language rich 

environment is essential for success across the curriculum.  

Intent Implementation Impact 
READING 

Reading is a top priority and is a key 
driver for our curriculum.  We value 
reading as a key life skill and are 
dedicated to enabling our pupils to 
become lifelong readers. It is our aim to 
develop enthusiastic and confident 
readers who can understand a wide 
range of texts through the provision of a 
variety of appealing and rewarding 
reading experiences for all children.  
It is our intention to ensure that by the 
end of their primary education, all pupils 
are able to read fluently and with 
confidence.   
We therefore intend to encourage all 
pupils to read widely across both fiction 
and non-fiction texts to:  

• develop knowledge of themselves 
and the world in which they live;  

• to establish an appreciation and 
love of reading;  

READING 
Skilled Adults 
St Eanswythe’s has highly skilled TAs and Teachers who are equipped and 
confident to deliver the teaching of reading.  
Teaching Assistants are trained as Better Reading Partners. Teachers and 
Teaching Assistants are trained in how to deliver Inference sessions.  
The school also employs a full-time Reading Recovery teacher who, in 
addition to providing Reading Recovery sessions, acts as a point of 
reference and support for all other staff.  
St Eanswythe’s is also fortunate enough to employ a Dyslexia Specialist 
Teacher who can provide training for the staff as well as provide 1:1 
teaching sessions for children who require it. Every effort is made in 
ensuring that all adults who work with our children have the relevant training 
required to best support the development of reading.  
St Eanswythe’s also uses a wide base of parent readers to increase the 
reading mileage of our pupils. All volunteer readers are also trained by the 
Reading Recovery Manager to ensure that continuity of methods is 
encouraged and supported. 
 
Teaching and learning 
All classes across the school enjoy sharing books together. This is 
encouraged, as it not only develops children’s enjoyment of reading but also 

Assessment in English is continuous, to 
inform planning and to diagnose 
strengths and weaknesses. 

READING 
Assessment involves formal and informal 
observation and close monitoring of 
children’s developing use of strategies 
and responses to texts.  
Children participating in Read, Write Inc 
are assessed every six weeks.  
Attainment in phonics is measured by the 
Phonics Screening Test at the end of 
Year 1 and then again at the end of Year 
2 for those children who did not achieve 
the required standard at the end of Year 
1. 
Reading is assessed on an on-going 
basis every time they are heard read and 
during Literacy lessons. Any children 
who are either struggling with reading 
skills or are not making the expected 
progress are flagged up in pupil progress 
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• to gain knowledge across the 
curriculum;  

• to develop their comprehension 
skills; 

• to develop the ability to read 
aloud fluently and with 
expression; 

• be taught the full range of cueing 
strategies for reading (phonic; 
graphic; syntactic; contextual);  

• gain awareness of the close links 
between reading and writing 
activities. 
 

Through the teaching of systematic 
phonics, our aim is for children to 
become fluent  
readers by the end of Key Stage 1. This 
way, children can focus on developing 
their fluency and comprehension as they 
move through the school. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

their vocabulary and comprehension skills.  Specific reading skills such as 
inference and deduction are taught in Literacy lessons, in small groups and 
on an individual basis.   
 
Children are given time to read independently, in pairs, with older reading 
buddies, in groups and in whole class situations. Whole class reading is 
taught daily across the school and class teachers read to children every 
day. This then increases reading mileage, enjoyment of reading and 
comprehension.  
 
Read Write Inc 
The systematic teaching of phonics has a high priority throughout EYFS and 
KS1. At St Eanswythe’s we use a synthetic phonics programme called Read 
Write Inc. produced by Ruth Miskin. Our staff teach learners the relationship 
between sounds and the written spelling patterns, or graphemes, which 
represent them. 
All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 have daily phonics sessions in 
small sized ability groups where they participate in speaking, listening, 
spelling and reading activities that are matched to their current needs. 
Children are assessed half-termly and are grouped accordingly from YR and 
up to Y3 if the need is required. 
Staff are trained to deliver RWI and receive regular training updates from 
our RWI Reading Leader to maintain high quality delivery. As well as whole 
staff training, those delivering RWI daily, are supported and mentored 
through regular drop ins and team teaching by the RWI Reading Leader. 
We recognise that systematic, high quality phonics teaching is essential, but  
additional skills and opportunities are needed for children to achieve the 
goal of being a well-rounded reader. When children are ready to move away 
from the RWI programme, reading is developed through whole class 
reading, using quality texts and focused skill teaching. Strong links are 
made between reading and writing. 
 
Children read and enjoy high quality fiction and non-fiction texts, which are 
usually linked to their topics across the curriculum.  
Co-operation and support from parents are paramount if a child is to 
become a successful and competent reader. We strive to develop and 
encourage a strong partnership between home and school. The aim of 
home learning is not to teach reading. Therefore, the books, which are sent 
home, do not need to be challenging for pupils if they are appropriate, 
enjoyable, and regularly changed. Reading should not be seen as just a 
‘school activity.’ 
Children working on RWI take home a ‘book bag book’ matched directly to 
their current phonics level. 

data meetings. The SENCo, SMT, Class 
teacher and Reading Team then work 
together to ensure that timely 
interventions are put into place.  
 
Comprehension is both assessed by 
hearing individuals read and questioning 
them, whole class and small group 
reading and questioning and more formal 
tested written comprehension. This 
ensures that a whole picture is formed as 
some children may be competent in one 
area but struggle in another. 
 
Bi-termly we use ‘optional’ standardised 
tests such as the NfER tests to assess 
reading in KS2 and the Key Stage 2 
SATs tests in Year 6 in May. 
 
By the end of Key Stage 2, children 
should be competent readers who have a 
thirst  
for reading a range of genres. They can 
actively engage in discussions about 
books  
and are able to evaluate language and 
discuss the effect on the reader. At St 
Eansywthe’s we aim for children to have 
developed a love of reading and actively 
engage in the inspirational experiences 
that reading can provide. 
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INTENT 

WRITING 
Our aim is to encourage children to be 
independent, creative and confident 
writers who can write for a range of 
audiences and purposes across different 
text types, using appropriate grammar, 
punctuation and spellings.  
  
We believe that success in writing is partly 
determined by your experience of 
reading. A child who has heard many 
stories and is familiar with a wide range of 
conventions in different text types will be 
able to draw on them in their own writing. 
We aim to provide and explore a wide 
range of high quality model texts and a 
rich vocabulary, which pupils can 
accurately apply and creatively innovate 
from. Furthermore, we aim to provide 
frequent, purposeful, and varied 
opportunities to write across the 
curriculum, enabling the children to make 
judgements concerning the tone, style, 
format and vocabulary appropriate to the 
audience.  
 
We aim to develop pupils’ writing skills 
so that they can: 

 express themselves clearly and 
precisely for enjoyment. 

With the overarching aim to produce learners with a love of reading at St 
Eanswythe’s, we actively encourage reading for pleasure.  
This is promoted through:  
• daily reading for pleasure time;  
• access to a wide range of books from the school library;  
• access to books through individual classroom libraries;   
• teacher led story times;  
• school reading competitions;  
• participation in events such as World Book Day and Book Week. 
 

IMPLEMENTATION 
WRITING 

The key purpose of writing is to communicate meaning and therefore all 
writing tasks should have an identified and clear purpose. Teachers will 
model all the stages of the writing process - planning, composing, revising, 
re-editing, and redrafting, and that children will then use these strategies 
increasingly independently as they become more experienced writers. All 
children should learn to write in a variety of styles – poetry, fiction, non-
fiction, and for a variety of real audiences.  
 
At St Eanswythe’s, we develop writing through: 
• In EYFS, children will begin with mark-making, emergent writing, then 
name writing,  
•  Initial sounds and building to writing their own sentences. 
• Role-play – letters, postcards, lists. 
• Guided writing / supported guided writing  
• Independent writing / extended writing opportunities 
• Pie Corbett approaches using the Talk for Writing model in EYFS, KS1 
and LKS2 
• Shared Writing in UKS2 – taught daily to teach children how to improve 
their writing through teacher-modelling / sharing ideas / proof-reading and 
redrafting 
• Spelling (following Twinkl Spelling programme in KS2)  
• Phonics (Read Write Inc) 
• GPS 
• ICT for writing purposes 
• Pupils across the Key Stages have handwriting lessons where a method is 
clearly taught and practiced. Printed letter formation is taught from EYFS, 
moving into pre-cursive and then cursive in KS1 onwards (see separate 
Handwriting Policy for more information).  
 
The three stages of Talk for Writing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IMPACT 

WRITING 
Assessment 
Regular progress meetings are held and 
there is particularly close monitoring of 
children making slowest progress. 
Children in danger of falling behind, or 
who are working under expected levels 
(lower 20%), are swiftly identified and 
additional support is provided to enable 
them to keep up. 
Half termly, children complete a writing 
assessment using a text type they have 
been practising by completing a ‘hot 
task’. This is recorded and assessed 
against Year group standards by class 
teachers. These allow teachers to 
identify common strengths and gaps as 
children work towards their end of year 
standards. They can then adapt the 
focus of their planning accordingly. 
 
Writing assessment is ongoing 
throughout every writing lesson and 
across the curriculum to help teachers 
with their planning, lesson activities, 
targeted pupil support and enable 
appropriate challenge to all children.  
Pupils are given feedback and next steps 
to respond to in order to personalise 
learning and provide the children  
with opportunities to edit and improve 
their own writing. 
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 demonstrate their understanding 
of how writing enables them to 
remember, communicate, 
organise, and develop their ideas 
and information. 

 write for an increasing range of 
purposes matching their 
language to the needs of the 
appropriate audiences. 

 understand the appropriate use 
and purpose of an increasing 
range of written forms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INTENT 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
We intend to ensure the development of 
effective speaking and listening so that 

(1) Imitation – getting to know the model text:  
All units begin with a hook for writing. The children complete a cold write, 
which is used to assess prior knowledge and understanding of the genre 
and to plan the next steps in the teaching and learning sequence. In 
addition, pupils are given personalised targets based upon their cold write. 
Through oral retelling of the model text, children internalise the text, which 
supports them in their own writing.  
The children then read as reader. They read for meaning, finding out, for 
example, about any vocabulary that they do not understand. They discuss 
the ingredients of the genre and think about the effect on the reader and 
how writers create this. This enables pupils to co-construct with the teacher 
a writers’ toolkit of the conventions that they can apply in their own writing. 
Children magpie (steal) words and phrases that they can use or innovate in 
their own writing. Furthermore, they then read as a writer and box up the 
underlying structure/pattern of the text.  
(2) Innovation – this is changing the model text in one of the following 
ways: Once the children know the model text, they use the model text and 
boxing up plan to innovate/make changes to the original. In EYFS and Year 
1, the focus is on substitution or addition. In Year 2, other levels are 
introduced e.g. viewpoints, sequels. Most levels of innovation are used 
throughout KS2. 
During this phase, it is vital that teachers model the writing process and 
demonstrate the ambitious high standards expected of all children. 
Wherever possible, explicit teaching of grammar, punctuation and spelling is 
taught through use of the shared text and shared writing. Guided Writing 
and differentiated group work are also used to further consolidate and 
develop writing skills. We encourage pupils to plan, draft, proofread, edit, 
and revise their writing through the compositional process.  
(3) Invention - By this stage, the children have confidently internalised the 
text and are familiar with the style and structure of the text type. They are 
now ready to follow the same process as the innovation but work more 
independently to produce a Hot Task. The lessons leading up to the hot task 
are completed in children’s writing books. This includes planning, drafting, 
and editing.  
Talk for Writing strategies are used throughout the school to support the 
teaching of writing. Pupils are given a language rich curriculum and are 
encouraged and shown how to effectively use interesting and adventurous 
language in their writing. 

IMPLEMENTATION 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Children all need to practise their skills of listening to, talking with a partner, 
and giving feedback to the group. Learning the routines of back-and-forth 

 
The impact will be measured through: 
• Book scrutinies - showing clear 
progression in application of skills and  
knowledge, cross curricular links being 
made, correct use of vocabulary and 
appropriate differentiation.  
• Lesson visits - demonstrating children’s 
enthusiasm about and engagementwith 
their learning. 
• Pupil Voice - evidence children’s 
enthusiasm for the subject and children’s 
abilities in recalling and applying their 
English knowledge to a range of 
contexts. 
• Parent voice - evidence an 
understanding of the English learning 
their child/ren is/are exposed to as well 
as the vocabulary they have been  
introduced to. 
• Learning environment - demonstrating 
the Talk 4 Writing 3 stages of Imitate, 
Innovate and Independent Application,  
• Assessment data – demonstrates the 
systematic acquisition of reading and 
writing skills and knowledge assessed 
through practical application and recall. 
 
Summative assessment is through SATs 
(Y2 –Y6), teacher assessment and 
testing.  
Writing is assessed by moderation 
across the school. 
 
Foundation Stage literacy and 
communication levels are recorded in the 
Early Years Profiles. 
 
IMPACT 
 
Reporting is on a termly basis during 
parent consultation sessions and 
annually in a written report. Parents are 
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pupils can: formulate, clarify, and 
express their ideas. 

 express themselves in a variety 
of situations using language 
appropriate to their needs and the 
intended audience. 

 listen, understand, and respond 
appropriately to others. 

 use, with increasing confidence, 
the vocabulary and grammar of 
standard English. 

talk is particularly important for children who have not experienced such talk 
before they come to school.  
Teachers and TA’s help children articulate their ideas in well-formed 
sentences, by scaffolding, extending, and developing their ideas.  
Talking with partners in class encourages them to discuss a question, 
problem or idea and agree on their joint response 

encouraged to contact school through 
home/school contact books or by 
informal or formal meetings with teachers 
whenever necessary. 
 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
In speaking and listening, assessment 
involves observing children using a 
variety of spoken language for different 
purposes. 

Inclusion 
Where pupils have made limited progress, a targeted programme is required. Individual programmes for teaching and support are drawn up as appropriate by the 
teacher in consultation with the SEN coordinator, dyslexia teacher and parents. SEN children may follow specific programmes.  
We ensure that all left-handed children sit on the left of other children, so they have adequate space to write. 
 
Differentiation and Additional Educational Needs 
The development of children’s language necessitates a variety of differentiated texts and approaches across the four language modes (speaking, listening, reading, 
and writing). Careful planning ensures that these resources and approaches are appropriately matched to individual pupils.  
In Early Years and Key Stage 1 children are differentiated in phonic groups using the Read, Write Inc phonic scheme. All classes differentiate to ensure that children 
are challenged at an appropriate level to foster progress and further learning. Some activities in Literacy can be differentiated by outcome whilst others need adapted 
resources to ensure everyone can access and benefit from the task. 
 
Role of the English Lead 

 To take the lead in the development of policy and schemes of work to ensure progression and continuity in English across the school. 

 Support colleagues in development of plans and the scheme of work and in assessment and record-keeping. 

 To monitor the delivery of the English curriculum and advise the Headteacher on action needed. 

 Take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources for English. 

 Keep up to date with developments in English and disseminate information to colleagues as appropriate. 
 

Resourcing 
Funding is within the school budget for each financial year and is led by the priorities of the School Improvement Plan. Resourcing needs are discussed through staff 
meetings. Personal development and training needs are identified through the Performance Management process and/ or a particular curriculum focus. 
 
Review: This policy document will be reviewed as appropriate in response to local or national initiatives, evaluations of monitoring procedures and as detailed in the 
School Improvement Plan. 
 
Date: March 2022            Signed: ……………………………. Headteacher 


