
 

 

12/6/20 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

During these unprecedented times, access to technology for social contact has, for many, been a positive 

and beneficial way to maintain friendships and sustain good mental health. However, as with all uses of 

technology, dangers do exist.  Britain’s top police officer dealing with online grooming says he fears a huge 

rise in cases during lockdown. This of course will be a concern to all of us and so we would like to share 

some information about online grooming and other support with protecting your children when they are 

online. 

What is online grooming? 

Grooming is a process used to prepare a child for sexual abuse. An offender’s aim when grooming will be 

to gain access to a child and build a relationship with that child. Grooming can take many different forms, 

from one off contact which may include sexual advances, to a series of events over time. It may start with 

an adult scanning websites to identify a vulnerable child or befriending a child, perhaps by pretending to 

have common hobbies or interests or using flattery to trick a child into trusting them. 

Online it is easier for an offender to lie and gain one to one contact with a child, for example through a 

social networking or gaming site. They can share images or videos relating to their claimed common 

interests and build a ‘relationship’ away from any adult supervision. 

Once a relationship is established an offender may then introduce sexual themes to the conversation, for 

example, asking the child about their sexual experiences, sharing pornography with them or asking them 

for sexual pictures of themselves. Different offenders will have different approaches so whereas this 

process may be very quick it can also take days, weeks or even months. Often an offender will attempt to 

get a child to meet them in the real world in order to abuse them. Increasingly some offenders are also 

persuading children to perform sexual acts on webcam. 

Signs of grooming 

Look out for an unhealthy or heightened level of internet usage. Has your child become more secretive 

about who they are talking to and where they conduct their online conversations? 

To your knowledge has your child engaged in any inappropriate behaviour online or via text, chat or 

webcam? Have they got any new electronic devices or gifts that they may not have been able to obtain for 

themselves? 

Talk to your child about meeting their online friend’s offline. If they intend to meet any of these online 

friends you need to set clear boundaries, tell them why you are concerned for their safety and that they 

must take you or a trusted adult with them to the meeting. 

 



What can you do to protect their child online? 

Be mindful that part of the fun of being online is communicating and often sites are designed for you to do 

so with people you don’t know. It is important to talk to your child about who they are friends with and 

how to manage these online relationships. 

Talk to your child about: 

 What sites they use 

 The friends they have and how they know them 

 How they communicate with these friends 

 The type of information they can share 

If you suspect any inappropriate contact made to your child online please inform the school. It should also 

be reported to CEOP (The Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre) using the ClickCEOP button at 

www.ceop.police.uk 

Your child’s welfare and safety is of paramount importance to us and we have staff at St Eanswythes’ who 

are trained to assist you in dealing with online child protection issues. If you have any concerns regarding 

online safety, would like any advice or need help with setting parental controls on devices, please do not 

hesitate to contact us. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr N.Brinkley 

 

 

http://www.ceop.police.uk/

