
 

Monday 
Good morning! This is a picture of 

Shakespeare’s Globe theatre. It is not 

actually his one, as that burnt down and so 

they rebuilt it.  

It is in London. It was here that people came to watch his plays. They still come 

today. 

Do you know what time in our history Shakespeare wrote?  

Elizabethan….this is what we call the period of time when Elizabeth the 1st was 

ruling England.  

 

 

 

 

 

These were dark and superstitious times. 

What does superstitious mean? 

These times were literally dark because there was no electricity and most 

people could not afford candles or even wood to make fires.  

Can you imagine that not being able to see at night? In winter this meant that 

they were in total darkness from as early as 4 o’clock in the afternoon. 

It was dark in other ways too. People were ignorant. Can you find out what 

that word means? 

They did not understand how their own bodies worked and had very little 

scientific knowledge or medicine. Most believed that the world was flat and so 

if you sailed in a ship too far then you would fall off the edge of the world!  



 

Hardly anyone went to school and so they could not read. Everyone believed in 

witches and magic because they did not know enough to explain even simple 

things like the seasons or why flowers grew. 

They had little entertainment and so a trip to the theatre must have been 

incredible! 

This is the inside of the Globe. If you bought the cheapest tickets this meant 

that you had to stand. There was no roof covering these bits and so you could 

get really cold and wet. Also some of Shakespeare’s plays lasted for 3 hours!! 

 

 

Still, watching a play must have been incredible.  Watch this clip to discover 

more: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1rbtHchv1g&ab_channel=BBCTeach 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1rbtHchv1g&ab_channel=BBCTeach


Your task for today is to: 

 Create your own Elizabethan theatre 

 Remember they had no modern materials or tools. They used wood, straw and 

cow poo! They did have clay for bricks and tiles. Draw it and please label it 

clearly. Remember the trapdoors and those expensive seats. 

 I can’t wait to see them. 

Where did we get to in the play? So now the Athenians are even more confused 

in who loves who. Can you guess what happens next? We will check your 

prediction tomorrow! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday 
So what did happen to those Athenians? What did you guess would happen next? 

Let’s watch the next clip and see if you are right: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtkq 

Oh no! Poor Bottom. Why do you think Shakespeare called this character 

Bottom and then turned him into an Ass? What do you notice about these two 

words? It is a bit rude…they are both names for your bottom. Why did 

Shakespeare do this? What do you think he is trying to get his audience to 

feel?  

What makes you laugh?  Can you make a list of things that         

 really make you laugh? Try and  

 punctuate your list correctly. 

 

Watch this clip, does this help you understand why the play is funny? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-introducing-a-

midsummer-nights-dream/zrd9wty 

 

Can you spot all the different types of comedy? 

Let me start you off:  Tricks 

Do you think that we still find the same things funny today? 

What makes you laugh most? 

Do you think that sprites and fairies are funny or are they a bit scary? 

Today’s task  

Describe the funniest film or programme that you have ever seen or 

funniest book that you have ever read? 

Why did it make you laugh so much? 

When you write this, I want you to use your best descriptive language so 

that I am able to laugh along with you. 

Remember that I need correctly punctuated sentences that make sense. 

Use paragraphs! 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtkq
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-introducing-a-midsummer-nights-dream/zrd9wty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-introducing-a-midsummer-nights-dream/zrd9wty


Wednesday 
Watch today’s clip: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtmd 

Today we are going to look at friendship. What does the word friendship mean? 

Who are your friends? What things make your relationship work?  

Do you like the same things? Do you argue but still like each other? 

What about Helena and Hermia?  

What do you think about their friendship? 

 

Are you Team Helena or Team Hermia? 

Wow! They are having quite the row.  

Can you pretend that you are either Helena and Hermia how would you feel?  
How could you settle this argument? 

Imagine you are their friend, think of ways that you could settle the dispute 

without resorting to violence or name-calling? 

What would you do? 

Write a few ideas here. 

Today’s Task: 

Can you imagine that you are either Hermia or Helena writing in their diary 

exactly how the argument has made them feel. 

You could start…..Dear Diary 

Remember to use exciting language, punctuate your sentences correctly and use 

paragraphs.  

Lastly re-read to make sure it makes sense. 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtmd


Thursday 
Phew! Yesterday was all about friends who were fighting I wonder what will 

happen today? 

Watch this clip: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtp7 

Was this what you expected to happen? 

Today we are going to think about the way Shakespeare wrote. We are watching 

a cartoon version of A Midsummer Nights Dream and this means that although 

the characters speak in rhyme we are still missing out on the original language. 

This makes it easier for us to understand because “olde” English was quite hard 

to understand. But I thought it would be good to look at the fact that 

Shakespeare usually wrote in rhyming couplets do you know what this means? 

Have a guess!   

A rhyming couplet is a pair of successive lines in a poem, where the final 

words of each line rhyme with one another. 

Below are 2 sets of lines that we have just heard Puck speak. What do you 

notice? 

Yet but three? Come one more; 

Two of both kinds make up four. 

 

Fairy king, attend, and mark: 

I do hear the morning lark. 

 

Over to you. Your task is to write at least 6 rhyming couplets. 

Have fun! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtp7


Friday 
We have reached the end of our play. Before we watch the last clip have a little 

think about how it will all end. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtqr 

What did you think of the play? Did it end how you thought it would? 

We are going to look at what Puck says as he ends the play: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He says:  

If we shadows have offended, 

Think but this, and all is mended, 

That you have but slumber'd here 

While these visions did appear. 

And this weak and idle theme, 

No more yielding but a dream, 

 

What does it mean? 

Well he is saying:  

‘If our performance has upset you, think of it this way and all will be ok: 

imagine you were asleep and our play was just a dream!’ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtqr


Shakespeare meant for the whole play to have a dream like quality about it. So 

he used fairies and played with magic to make the whole story seem as if it had 

all happened as a dream. 

 

What do you think? Does it seem dream like?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s task is to write your own dream story.  

You can use your imagination to create a story with dream like qualities, such as 

fairies, magic or fantastical, impossible happenings. Or if you prefer you can 

retell a Dream that you actually had. 

For extra bonus points why don’t you have ago at using some rhymes in your 

writing. Remember paragraphs, punctuation and re-read to check it makes sense. 

I can’t wait to read them. 


