
To begin with I have a message from Mrs O’Callaghan. 

Hi Year 4, 

How lucky am I to be planning some literacy around Shakespeare for you! We 

are going to learn more about Shakespeare and look at some of his plays. It’s 

one of my favourite topics. Make sure you remember to answer my sentences in 

sentences? Remember the more interesting words and exciting punctuation that 

you use, the more interested and excited I will be. Do not forget to reread your 

work as it needs to make sense. 

Mrs O 

This is also your chance to show me what you can do, by completing the 

‘Shakespeare fact file’ 2do on Purple Mash over the coming week. To add to 

what you already know and what you learn you will need to carry out some 

research on the internet, find out as much as you can and select the sections 

you are interested in and show off your talents. Purple Mash by 2Simple. You 

can take all week on this and add to it to the fact file as you go saving your work 

then HAND IN when finished. 

 

Monday 
 

 

Before we start can you write down everything you already know about 

Shakespeare? 

 

Next, I want you to research and find out at least 10 facts about him  

(use the internet) 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

https://www.purplemash.com/#tab/pm-home


4. 

 

5. 

 

6. 

 

7. 

 

8. 

 

9. 

 

10. 

 

What was your most interesting fact? 

 

What was your favourite fact?  

 

Were they the same fact or different? 

My favourite fact about Shakespeare was that he invented so many of our 

English sayings as you will see if you watch my Shakespeare clips: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-shakespeare-and-

the-quills?collection=horrible-histories-songs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iI8FwWMuF9k&ab_channel=CBBC 

People can’t help themselves they just quote Shakespeare even today. 

From the clips what was your favourite quote? Did you know any already? 

Mine was: “Such stuff as dreams are made” 

My last task is for you to write down your three favourite Shakespeare quotes 

and then describe what you think they mean. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-shakespeare-and-the-quills?collection=horrible-histories-songs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-shakespeare-and-the-quills?collection=horrible-histories-songs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iI8FwWMuF9k&ab_channel=CBBC


 

Tuesday 

Hello I am not sure if I am leaving you enough space to write so feel free to use 

a work book or paper if you prefer! Watch 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-shakespeare-and-

the-quills?collection=horrible-histories-songs 

 

Yesterday we played with words but today we are going to look at the actual 

mechanics of words. Words are amazing things and people are still creating 

their own just like Shakespeare did. Where do words come from? Look at the 

table below to find out some clues: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-shakespeare-and-the-quills?collection=horrible-histories-songs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-shakespeare-and-the-quills?collection=horrible-histories-songs


 

Shakespeare liked to invent words by attaching a new or old word to a verb. 

What is a verb? 

Attaching a bit of a word or a whole word to another word is called a pre-fix 

and Shakespeare wrote lots of verb prefixes e.g. wild goose chase. Watch this 

clip to see where this verb prefix comes from: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gds8kkFMj9o&ab_channel=MadeleineBlette

rman 

Which word in wild goose chase is the verb?  

See if you can work out the prefixes below: 

• Choose the verb prefix that you think fits with the verb and write 

what you think it means. 

• Now look up the word in the dictionary or online. Were you right?  

• Write a summary of the dictionary definition in your book. 

 

Prefixes 

 

dis- de- mis- over- re- 
 

 

Root words                        

grace                                         

solved 

trust 

tire 

quote 

blown 

strain 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gds8kkFMj9o&ab_channel=MadeleineBletterman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gds8kkFMj9o&ab_channel=MadeleineBletterman


 

This table might help you to understand more: 

 

 

Can you invent 3 of your own verb prefixes.  

How would you use them? Can you put them in sentences for 

me?  

Tomorrow we are going to start looking at Shakespeare’s plays. He is called 

a poet and he did write lots of poems…mostly soppy love ones but he is most 

famous for his plays. A play is a story that can be performed by people, 

actors, on a stage or in a film. He wrote 38 plays!  

12 Histories….these were about famous figures from History lots of battles. 

12 Tragedies…this always have a sad ending because one of the leading     

     characters is dead. These quite often involve lots of killing and lots of angst.  

     Angst=lots of worrying and a bit of crying and lots of feeling sorry for  

    themselves! When you go back to Y4 you will be learning about Macbeth and 

    Hamlet two of his most famous tragedies. 

14 Comedies. Made to make people laugh. A Midsummer Night’s Dream is a   

    Comedy and we will start chatting about it tomorrow.  

 

 Here is a clip to watch so you know a bit about the story in a funny way! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Inu2A5iHROI&ab_channel=BBCTeach 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Inu2A5iHROI&ab_channel=BBCTeach


Wednesday 

 
So what do you think of the play? Did you think that it was funny? 

First today I want you to think about the title: 

 
Can you think about what you know so far?  

Use your imagination and knowledge to draw the title of the play like an 

illustrator would draw the poster to advertise the play. 

 

Now watch this: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtcn 

 

What do you think? What a mess! Do you have a favourite character yet? Why? 

Can you remember who is with whom? 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtcn


 

Thursday 
 

Can you remember yesterday?  We watched the start of the play what 

happened? Do you remember who was with whom? Why is it so hard to 

remember the girls apart? 

So we are at the start of our story and we had two people running away and the 

other two are very sad. This does not look like a happy comedy but more like a 

tragedy.  

Can you write a paragraph explaining what needs to happen in this story, to solve 

the problems and make sure that it has a happy ending? 

 If it helps you watch the beginning again: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtcn 

 

Please remember that you can show your work on Year 4 2021 (padlet.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you think about the word secret what does it mean? 

Do you think it was fair of Hermia to ask Helena to keep her secret?  

How do you think Helena feels about it? 

Can you write about a time when you were asked to keep a secret? Do you keep 

the secret? Was it difficult to keep? How did keeping secrets make you feel? 

 

 

 

 

Watch todays part: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtdr 

Wow confusing! Now we have a play inside a play or another story inside a story . 

What will happen next? I wonder why these characters are needed in the play? 

Did you find them funny? 

 

How are you enjoying Shakespeare and A Midsummer’s Night Dream? Write 

your comments on Purple Mash shared blog area Purple Mash by 2Simple 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtcn
https://padlet.com/khines19/year4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtdr
https://www.purplemash.com/#tab/pm-home


 

Friday 
 

What happened in the play clip that you watched yesterday? Can you remember 

the names of any of the characters that we were introduced too? 

Let’s watch the next part: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtg6 

 

So now we have met the fairies. What do you think?  

Well they have brought magic to the play. A bit like Harry Potter these fairies 

can do spells and make anything and everything happen. 

So your task for today is to create your own spell.  

Things to think about before you start: 

What do you want your spell to do? 

What will you need to create it? 

How will you make it work? 

Try and make it rhyme.  

Here are some ideas: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xtg6


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps don’t turn me into a frog!! If you turn me into anything make it fluffy! 

 Please decorate your spell and make it look good. 

 

Then watch the next part of the play and I will write to you again on Monday. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xthg 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081xthg

