
The Great Fire of London 

This piece of 
work runs 
alongside 
our Topic. 

Parents: The English focus this week is to write a diary entry in the 
style of Samuel Pepys. 

Wb 1.2.21                                                         Year 2 



For these lessons you will need: 

Lined paper and a pencil. 
 
All the extra worksheets can be found here: 
 

https://www.st-eanswythes.kent.sch.uk/parents/home-learning/year-2  
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This is Samuel Pepys and he was a diarist. That means he wrote diaries. 

Monday 
 
 

Who is this? 
What did he do? 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9IrGqefUlk 
 

Listen to an interview with Samuel Pepys 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9IrGqefUlk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9IrGqefUlk


Is there anything else that you would ask 
Samuel Pepys if he were here today?  
 
Write them down, don’t forget to use a 
question mark. 

? 



How do we write a diary? 

1st Person              Past tense 
When you write a diary entry, you are writing about a 
day in the life of a real person or character.  
The diary entry needs to sound as if the person or 
character has written it, so it needs to be written from 
their point of view.  
It also needs to be exciting and interesting to read.  

This is called a recount 







Sheet to print out. https://www.st-eanswythes.kent.sch.uk/parents/home-

learning/year-2   
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Tuesday 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4qtqfr 

 

Look at the  features of a recount and watch Michael 
Rosen talk about  how to write them. 

Complete 
activity 1 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4qtqfr


Key points 
 

• Date every day 
• Chronological (in time order) 
• First person (I, we) 
• Past tense (ed words) 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

I want you to write a diary for today remembering 
all the features that you have learnt about so far. 

Sheet to print out. 
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Wednesday 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrqqtfr/articles/zxdhsg8 
 

How to write in the first, second or third person. 
 
Watch the clip on BBC Bitesize and see if you can 
complete the activity. 
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Take a look at an example of some 
diary extracts taken from Samuel 

Pepys diary on the next few pages. 
Read them carefully to find out what 

he saw, heard, smelt, touched and 
tasted. 



 
 
Sunday 2nd September 1666 
I was woken by my servant Jane; she was 
awfully scared of something and talking 
rather louder than one should at such an 
early hour. She dragged me over to the 
window and, once I had rubbed the sleepy-
dust from my eyes, I saw what all the fuss 
was about. There was the distant, orange 
glow of a fire miles away. It was not close 
enough to scare me. I told Jane not to worry 
and went back to bed.  



When I woke later on that day, the fire 
was still glowing, but the glow had grown! 
I climbed a hill and watched in horror as I 
saw that more and more houses were 
catching fire. The houses of London were 
built tight to each other and all were made 
of wood, so the fire was jumping from house 
to house leaving destruction in its wake! 
 





Monday 3rd September 1666 
I woke up to find the weather was still hot and dry 
and the wind had blown the fire even further over the 
city! 
The Mayor, who was meant to be stopping the fire, 
had run away and left the city. The coward! 
The horrid smell of smoke filled the air and the 
Thames was full of boats with people and all of their 
possessions piled up inside. 
Everyone was very scared, poor Jane could not stop her 
crying.  
By the evening of the second day of the fire, it was 
nearly at the Tower! The Tower of London where 
many of my rich friends had hidden their expensive 
treasure from the fire! 



Tuesday 4th September 1666 
Oh, what a terrible day! The fire has become a 
raging inferno and spread through the city like 
a tidal wave because of the wind! 
Even St. Paul's Cathedral was destroyed by the 
fire! The soldiers managed to stop the Tower of 
London from being burnt by blowing up the 
houses around it using gun-powder.  
I can hear the crackle of flames from my 
bedroom and the horizon is filled with black 
smoke and red flame.  
Today the fire won. 



Thursday and Friday 
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Can you find out the answers to these questions 
about Samuel Pepys?  
You will find the sheet with all the questions on the 
website. 
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Just for fun! Can you cut out and put 
Samuel Pepys back together again? 



Now you are going to start your diary as Samuel Pepys. 
You are going to write in the first person and use the 
past tense. 
 
Use your senses to create description for the reader. 
 
There is a template if you choose to use it, you don’t 
have to but it is there if you need help writing your 
diary. 
 
Use the checklist on the next page to help you include 
everything you need 
There is also a word bank to help you with spelling.  



You can print this out if you need to. 





There is a word search that can be 
found in the usual place if you want 

to do some extras! 



I cannot wait to see your 
diaries!  

 
Please share it with us on: 

 
 Padlet.com/aedgar25/eagles 

 


