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What is St Paul’s Cathedral? 
• St Paul’s Cathedral is a very large cathedral that was dedicated to 

Saint Paul. 

• It is in England’s capital city, London. 

• The old cathedral stood at the highest point in the city for more than 
1400 years. 

• The new St Paul’s Cathedral is the fourth cathedral to be built in the 
same place. 



  

How big was the old St Paul’s Cathedral? 

• The old cathedral was a medieval building, which was once 149 
meters high and 178 meters long, one of the tallest cathedrals in the 
world! 

• It was one of the largest cathedrals in Europe. 



  

When was the old St Paul’s 
Cathedral built? 

• Building started in 1087 on the old St Paul’s Cathedral. 

• A central tower, spire and five bells were added in 1222. 

• Most of the old cathedral was completed in 1240 and another bell 

tower with four bells was added in the 14th Century. 



  

What happened to it before the 
Great Fire? 

• The spire was struck by lightening in 1561, which destroyed the bells, 
so the bell tower was later pulled down. 

• Christopher Wren was asked to help them fix the cathedral after all 
of this damage and then building work started. 



  

What happened to it during the 
Great Fire? 

• In 1666, the old St Paul’s Cathedral was massively damaged by the 
Great Fire of London. 

• Samuel Pepys mentioned how bad the fire was at St Paul’s 
Cathedral. 

• The scaffolding that was already there also went up in flames. 



  

Who rebuilt St Paul’s Cathedral? 

• Sir Christopher Wren, a now famous architect, designed the new St 

Paul’s Cathedral. 

• He was the Surveyor to the King’s Works. 

• Sir Christopher Wren said that the old cathedral needed to be 

completely rebuilt, as it would be too unsafe to fix. 

• He was later thanked for making this decision. 



  

What was the design of the new St 
Paul’s Cathedral like? 

• It was decided that the new cathedral would be in a modern style, 
instead of looking the same as before. 

• Some of Christopher Wren’s first designs were rejected because they 
were too different to the old design and to other cathedrals. 

• The design that was agreed to, was different to the finished 
cathedral. 

• During the building work, Christopher 
Wren added the design of a dome. 



  

What did they do with the old St 
Paul’s Cathedral? 

• In 1668, the last remains of the old cathedral were taken down. 

• It was difficult, as some of the stonework had been melted together. 

They had to use gunpowder and a battering ram to bring down some 

of the stone walls – some workers even died! 



  

What is the new St Paul’s Cathedral like? 

• In 1675, the new St Paul’s Cathedral was started. 

• In 1710, the new cathedral was declared officially complete. 

• Some people loved the new design, but others weren’t so sure. 



  

What is the new St Paul’s Cathedral like? 
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