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Bible story 

Luke 19:1-10 

Zacchaeus  

 

Bible verse 

John 13:34 
 A new command I give you: Love one another as I have loved you. 

 

Narrative 

The love of God is agape love which is immeasurable, incomparable love.  It is ongoing, 

outgoing, self-sacrificing concern for people.  God gives his love without condition, 

unreservedly.  Agape love is active, demonstrating love through actions.  John 13:34 teaches 

us that we should show this unconditional love to each other just as God loves us and 

therefore underpins everything that we do in our school.  All children no matter where they 

are from, their religion or economic standing are actively welcomed into our school family.   

The story of Zacchaeus exemplifies our vision clearly.   Zaccheus was a man who was 

shunned by society, however, Jesus saw the potential in him, treated him with dignity and 

respect and showed others that they should do the same.  This encounter with Jesus changed 

Zaccheus’ life journey and set him on a path to a more positive future.  This is the aim for 

each child and adult who joins our school family.  Zaccheus is a real illustration of the impact 

of unconditional love and is an example to us all.  It highlights that re-education is always 

possible and shows that everyone has value and worth and a God given path that they can 

choose to follow. 

 

Holistic education is a philosophy based on the premise that each person finds identity, 

meaning, and purpose in life through connections to the community, to the natural world, and 

to values such as compassion and forgiveness.   In our school we care about everyone as an 

individual and desire to develop them as people. The aim is to provide as many diverse 

cultural, academic, musical and sporting opportunities as possible thus enabling children to 

widen their horizons and identify their God given skills, passions and giftings. In addition, 

part of enabling our children to become resilient and flourish as adults is teaching them how 

to care for others both within our own community and in the wider environment.  We use 

independent learning across the school developing children as thinkers and problem solvers.  

As part of this they actively raise money to support those in greater need than ourselves both 

at home and abroad.  We also encourage children to be active members of the community, in 

the church, the creative quarter, old people’s homes and local businesses.  All these things 

develop well rounded individuals who have a caring heart and an understanding of different 

cultures and interests. 

 

Our six values, of which we focus on one per term, help us to live out our vision of 

unconditional love.  These are generosity, compassion, honesty, forgiveness, respect and 

perseverance.  All of these values are integral parts of the ability to love unconditionally.  

Jesus showed each one in his treatment of Zaccheus and throughout his life.  He is the 

example of unconditional love which we follow.  These values have become who we are as a 

school and have had a major impact on the way we treat each other both staff and children.  

The desire is that these values will continue with the children beyond their time at St 

Eanswythe’s School and enable them to find their purpose in life.    
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INTRODUCTION 

The school takes an active approach in the development of spiritual, social and cultural 

aspects of our pupils’ education.  The policy is reinforced by many of our other policies, 

particularly those concerned with behaviour, equal opportunities, personal social and health 

education and citizenship. 

 

DEFINITIONS 

Spiritual Development 
This is defined as personal development relating to the spirit or soul and the intangible.  It 

does not necessarily relate to physical nature or matter and is not synonymous with religious 

education – although religious education and collective worship can be a major vehicle for 

the delivery of spiritual matters. 

  

Moral Development 

This is defined as personal development relating to human behaviour, especially the 

distinction between good and bad, right and wrong. 

  

Social Development 

This is defined as a personal development concerned with living in a community rather than 

alone. 

 

Cultural Development 

This is defined as personal development concerned with the total of inherited ideas, beliefs, 

values and knowledge, which constitute the shared basis for social action. 

 

AIMS 

The ethos of our school is such that all people who come into our school, whether staff, pupil, 

parent or visitor, are valued as individuals in their own right and are treated with God’s 

unconditional love.  They should set, and be entitled to expect from others, good standards of 

behaviour, marked by respect and responsibility.  We endeavour to develop each and every 

child so that when they leave our school they are confident and articulate in expressing their 

beliefs and values and are able to tackle problems positively. The Christian character of the 

school is made explicit through our Christian vision and values which staff and pupils strive 

to model in their daily lives. Each child within the school is valued and special and treated as 

an individual.  We nurture respect for the rights and needs of others and encourage children 

to support each other. 

 

The role model standards are set by the Co-headteachers and practiced by all staff in order to 

set an effective example for our children.  However, we must recognise that the children’s 

development will be affected by many factors other than those which the school itself 

provides.  These include maturity, personality gender, family, peer group, ethnicity, cultural 

background and more generally the moral, spiritual and cultural climate of our society and of 

the communities to which they belong. 

 

Through religious education and acts of collective worship, children will be introduced to a 

broad spectrum of beliefs.  They will be encouraged to value other people’s opinions and 

develop a questioning mind across a wide area of the curriculum.   All beliefs will be treated 

with equal respect and God’s unconditional love. 

 

 

At St Eanswythe’s School we: 
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 Develop the pupil’s sense of awe, wonder and curiosity about life and their 

environment. 

 To help the pupils understand that there are some situations in life which do not have 

one clear answer, and to discover answers to questions for themselves. 

 To develop an attitude of reflection and stillness in the busyness of life. 

 To learn how beliefs and commitments mould human enterprise and that what you 

believe matters; it has an impact on life. 

 Unconditional love allows you to treat all individuals as equals. 

 

 

PLANNING 

In planning lessons teachers are aware of the need to plan for opportunities in spirituality and 

reflection as well as for thinking skills and the key skills. 

 

Spiritual development is something which takes place in every area of school life, across the 

curriculum, and in non curriculum times. 

 

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 

Planned opportunities for spiritual development in all subjects can be seen across the school.  

Children are given opportunities to reflect upon the meaning of spiritual experiences.  

Examples of experiences commonly regarded as spiritual include: 

 

 Curiosity and mystery 

 Awe and wonder 

 Connection and belonging 

 Heightened self-awareness 

 Prayer and worship 

 Deep feelings of what is felt to be ultimately important 

 A sense of security, well-being, worth and purposefulness 

 

These can occur during any part of the school day, e.g. when listening to music, discussing 

the care needed for animals, exercising empathy or creativity, how we live, contemplating the 

future, etc. 

 

MORAL/SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

It is important that children are given clear guidance as to what is not acceptable behaviour, 

so that they can develop a moral code of their own that is socially acceptable. 

 

Our Agreed Rules 

 We will do as we are asked the first time 

 We will keep our hands and feet to ourselves 

 We will put up our hands if we want to talk to the teacher 

 We will always work hard and quietly and try to do our best 

 We will walk quietly and sensibly around the school 

 We will talk to everyone in the school quietly and with respect 

 We will be polite and helpful to others 

 We will wear our school uniform everyday 
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The School Values: 

 

 Generosity 

 Respect 

 Honesty 

 Compassion 

 Forgiveness 

 Perseverance 
 

Teachers always discuss with their classes a code of conduct for the classroom based on the 

values and vision held by the school.  We will teach the children to be aware of their own 

actions, take responsibility for their own bodies and encourage independence. We will talk to 

pupils about God’s unconditional love so they know exactly what this means.  We will help 

the children to identify their feelings and think these through so that they are expressed in 

behaviour that is socially acceptable.  This is done through worship, PSHE, the prayer tree 

and throughout the school day as issues arise. 

  

We are interested in the development of the whole child and will endeavour to raise their self-

esteem through praise, stickers, stars, house points, certificates and other means that highlight 

both academic and social achievements (please refer to our Good Behaviour policy). 

 

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Children will be made aware of the diversity of other cultures both within modern Britain and 

throughout the world, they will be reminded of unconditional love and tolerance.  This is 

achieved through music, history, geography, PHSE, PE, art and many other curriculum areas.   

 

When children first come into school a lot of time is spent in learning to co-operate together.  

This continues through the whole school, learning through play activities, a variety of 

groupings, controlled activities and by observing the way that the staff work together.  We 

also value the family from which the children come and our strong links with parents 

encourage the child to see that we are working in co-operation with their parents. 

 

By starting with a pupil’s own culture and recognising our own traditions it is hoped that as 

they are introduced to other beliefs and cultures each pupil will respect and value them. 

Through modelling and discussion children are encouraged to treat all people with God’s 

unconditional love. 
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  Ability to be reflective about their 

own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that 

inform their perspective on life and their 

interest in and respect for different 

people’s faiths, feelings and values 

  

 Sense 

of enjoyment and 

fascination in learning 

about themselves, others a

nd the world around them 

 

 Use 

of imagination and creativity in 

their learning 

 

 Willingness to reflect on 

their experiences 

 

Year R SEE RE SKILL PROGRESSION 

 

Pupils recognise themselves as 

learners. They can share 

something about themselves 

and listen to others share 

something about themselves. 

Pupils are interested in the 

world around them and can talk 

about something that they have 

enjoyed or are interested in. 

Pupils can name something 

that they are thankful for. 

Pupils take part in a variety of 

learning experiences through which 

they begin to develop an awareness 

of different ways to learn. 

Pupils enjoy being creative and 

imaginative in their play. 

Their play shows compassion. 

Pupils can talk about one positive aspect of an 

experience and one not positive aspect using 

the words ‘good’ ‘not good’ ‘friendship’ 

‘forgive’ ‘sorry’ ‘thank you’ ‘hope’ 

Pupils can commit to a period of quiet 

reflection for 2 mins with an adult supporting 

them 

Year 1 SEE RE SKILL PROGRESSION 

 

Pupils recognise themselves as 

learners. They can talk about 

themselves with confidence and 

are beginning to ask questions 

about others. Pupils are 

interested in the world around 

them and can talk about what 

they have enjoyed and are 

interested in. Pupils can name 

some things that they are 

thankful for. 

Pupils take part in a broad range of 

imaginative and creative learning 

experiences. They recognise the 

value of using their own creativity 

and imagination and begin to use 

these to solve problems. 

Pupils demonstrate hope through 

creativity and imagination. 

Pupils can talk about one positive aspect of an 

experience and one not positive aspect using 

the words ‘good’ ‘not good’ ‘friendship’ 

‘forgive’ ‘sorry’ ‘thank you’ ‘hope’. With an 

adult’s support they can talk about one 

change they could make. 

Pupils can commit to a period of quiet 

reflection for 2 mins with an adult supporting 

them 

Year 2 SEE RE SKILL PROGRESSION 

 

Pupils identify as learners and 

know that learning is a lifelong 

passion. Their interests are 

broadening as their experiences 

widen. They can talk about 

what fascinates and excites 

them. They are demonstrating 

thankfulness through their 

Pupils use past experiences to 

develop their creativity and 

imagination. 

They are able to use creativity 

collaboratively with peers and begin 

to use them to solve problems. 

Pupils demonstrate hope through 

creativity and imagination. 

Pupils can talk confidently about positive 

aspect of an experience and not positive 

aspects. With support they are beginning to 

link these to the school values of generosity, 

compassion, forgiveness, respect, 

perseverance and honesty. With an adult’s 

support they can talk about one change they 

could make. 
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discussions. 

 

Pupils can commit to a period of quite 

reflection for 4 mins with an adult supporting 

them 

Year 3 SEE RE SKILL PROGRESSION 

 

Pupils identify as learners and 

know that learning is a lifelong 

passion. Their interests are 

broadening as their experiences 

widen. They can talk about 

what fascinates and excites 

them. They are able to ask 

questions and suggest areas 

they wish to learn more about. 

They are demonstrating 

Thankfulness through their 

discussions. 

 

Pupils have developed their 

creativity and imagination and use 

these with confidence when 

learning. 

With support pupils use creativity 

and imagination to solve problems. 

Pupils demonstrate hope through 

creativity and imagination. 

Pupils can talk confidently about positive 

aspect of an experience and not positive 

aspects. They are developing an 

understanding of cause and effect and 

understand how their actions impact on 

others.  They can talk about one change they 

could make and how this could lead to a 

different outcome. With support they are 

beginning to draw links to the school values 

of generosity, compassion, forgiveness, 

respect, perseverance and honesty. Pupils can 

commit to a period of quiet reflection for 4 

mins with an adult supporting them 

Year 4 SEE RE SKILL PROGRESSION 

 

Pupils are becoming passionate 

learners. They are interested by 

the world around them and are 

developing a wider awareness. 

They can ask questions to 

others after considering their 

own experience. They 

demonstrate Thankfulness for 

our wonderful world. 

Pupils have developed their 

creativity and imagination and use 

these with confidence when 

learning. 

Pupils use creativity and imagination 

to solve problems. 

Pupils demonstrate hope through 

creativity and imagination. 

With an adult’s support Pupils can speak 

about a range of experiences. They can 

highlight multiple positive aspects and begin 

to reflect on aspects that were not so positive. 

They are beginning to consider the impact 

which they and others had and how this may 

be improved upon. They are becoming more 

confident in mending and restoring 

relationships using the values of generosity, 

compassion, forgiveness, respect, 

perseverance and honesty. 

Pupils can commit to a period of quiet 

reflection for 5 mins 

Year 5 SEE RE SKILL PROGRESSION 

 

Pupils have the passion to be 

lifelong learners. They are 

fascinated by the world around 

them and are hungry to 

discover more. They are 

inquisitive about themselves 

and others. They demonstrate 

Thankfulness for our wonderful 

Pupils value imagination and 

creativity in enhancing their 

wellbeing and as an effective way to 

tackle problem solving. 

With support pupils use a wide 

range of ideas to choose how best 

to approach a learning task. 

Pupils can speak about a range of 

experiences. They can highlight multiple 

positive aspects and begin to reflect on 

aspects that were not so positive. They are 

beginning to consider the impact which they 

and others had and how this may be 

improved upon. They are becoming more 

confident in mending and restoring 
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world. relationships using the values of generosity, 

compassion, forgiveness, respect, 

perseverance and honesty. 

Pupils can commit to a period of quiet 

reflection for 5 mins 

Year 6 SEE RE SKILL PROGRESSION 

 

Pupils see themselves as 

passionate lifelong learners. 

They are fascinated by the 

wider world around them and 

are hungry to discover more. 

They are inquisitive about 

themselves and others. They 

demonstrate Thankfulness for 

our wonderful world. 

Pupils value imagination and 

creativity in enhancing their 

wellbeing and as an effective way to 

tackle problem solving. 

Pupils use a wide range of ideas to 

choose how best to approach a 

learning task. 

Pupils can speak with confidence about a 

range of experiences. They can highlight 

multiple positive aspects as well as reflect on 

aspects that were not so positive. They can 

consider the impact which they and others 

had and how this may be improved upon. 

They know how to mend and restore 

relationships using the values of generosity, 

compassion, forgiveness, respect, 

perseverance and honesty. 

Pupils can commit to a period of quiet 

reflection for 5 mins 

 
 


